
p a g eA N D E R S O N  U N I V E R S I T Y  A l u m n i  Q u a r t e r l y ,  S u m m e r  2 0 1 4 19

In her condo near the Anderson University campus, Ann 

Espey Smith BA ’58 is surrounded by reminders of her 

years in Asia — Hakata dolls, tetsubin teapots, a portrait of 

an old friend in Japan. 

“I didn’t pick these pieces because they go together,” says 

Ann. “Each one has a story.”

The story encompasses 30 years during which Ann and her 

late husband, Nathan Smith BA ’48, served as Church of God 

missionaries, mostly in Japan but in South Korea as well.

While they were stationed overseas, the couple also host-

ed the first Tri-S group to visit Japan. That was in 1967.

“Tri-S has just been such a joy to me,” says Ann. “Nick 

[President Robert Nicholson] led the first group. It was a 

wonderful group of kids, and they stayed seven weeks.”

Ann said that Tri-S helped her to stay in touch with 

something of the 1960s youth culture in America while living 

her life in Japan.

Ann sees her decades-long investment in AU as merely 

returning the favor. She recalls with obvious appreciation how 

AU changed her life when she arrived on campus as a 23-year-

old freshman in 1948.

Ann had been 16 when she and her four older siblings 

lost their father in a drowning accident. That forced her to 

quit high school and spend six years working in a steel mill.

“When my grandfather died, that left my mother and 

me,” she says. “My mother said that if I could find a way to 

go to school, then I should go.”

Ann, who knew of AU because of her Church of God 

background, packed her bags and headed north.

“I had never been to Indiana in my entire life,” she re-

calls, “but I showed up on the doorstep and said, ‘I’m Ann 

and I want to go to school’ — and they didn’t laugh.” 

The prospective freshman was given three days of testing 

to see if she was college material, and then she was accepted 

on probation because she hadn’t completed high school. But 

she said she succeeded in part through the encouragement of 

Professor Carl Kardatzke.

“I’d look in the mailbox and there’d be little scraps of 

paper that would say things like ‘Good job’ and ‘I knew you 

could do it,’” she says. “The whole first year, he sent me notes.

“People at Anderson College saw me as a person of po-

tential, and they invested themselves in me, and they believed 

in something I couldn’t see and had never experienced before. 

It changed my life forever.”

Ann met Nathan at Anderson, and they were married in 

January 1950. A year later they left for Japan.

The couple’s primary task in Japan was starting churches. 

They focused on working with college-age people and reach-

ing the broader community through them. 

 “I love the country of Japan — the physical beauty of 

Japan is incredible,” Ann says. “The people are gracious and 

kind. We lived there for 26 years.”

Nathan died of cancer in 2003. At age 89, Ann stays busy 

with friends, church, and community. “My life is full,” she 

says. “If I could live my life over, I’d certainly do some things 

differently, but there are three decisions I would make again: 

I would follow Jesus, I would marry Nathan, and I would go 

to Japan.” —courtney brandsma
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